
July, 2006 is a very exciting m onth  in m y life  as a youth  w ork er. 

Enough  m oney h as been pledged and donated to YFC to enable 

m e  to start w ork ing 10 h ours a w ee k ! Th ank  you so m uch  to all 

w h o h ave h elped fund th is m inistry. Your donations go a long w ay 

in ch anging th e  lives of youth  . Now  th at I am  able to devote  

m ore  tim e  to th e  youth , I h ave som e  new  ideas th at I’d lik e  to try.

Life ch ange rs  Cours e  -  Th is is  a new  program  th at I am  

developing and currently running w ith  a group of youth  I am  

 connected w ith  th rough  Station X and Xcell. Th e  Lifech angers 

Course  is  all about learning h ow  to ch ange  th e  th ings in our lives 

(depression, fear, addictions, h opelessness, h urtful be h avior… ) 

th at w e  w ant or need to ch ange.  Th en, w ith  th e  k now ledge  and 

experience  of a ch anged life, w e  can use  w h at w e've  learned to 

h elp bring positive  ch ange  into th e  lives of oth ers around us. A 

passing on of th e  tools.  Th is concept grew  out of experiences I 

h ad follow ing th e  recent m urder of a 16 year old girl w h o used to 

com e  to Station X.  W h ile w e  w ere  h olding a m em orial for th e  girl, 

I w as th ink ing, "W h at if w e  could've saved h er?"  Th e  truth  is, w e  

can affect lives lik e  h ers and steer th em  aw ay from  destruction. 

Th e  Lifech angers Course  w ill eq uip teens to h elp each  oth er 

th rough  difficult tim es. A good num ber of youth  are  interested in 

participating in th is program . Please  pray th at th is course  w ill 

“ch ange  th e  course” of som e  young lives.

O ne -on-O ne  H angouts  -  Th e  increased tim e  available to do

youth  w ork  brings m any new  opportunitie s to h ang out w ith  th e

youth  . Most of th e  youth  I w ork  w ith  lack  direct positive

influences from  adults. Th is h inders th e ir developm ent into

h ealth y adults and leads to issues w ith  low  self-w orth  and

h opelessness. I feel priveleged th at m any of th e  teens are  open to 

m e  be ing a m entor in th e ir lives.

O ne young m an is particularly on m y h eart. I w ill call h im  

"Bobby". H e  w as h om eless 2 years ago and now  lives w ith  h is  

girlfriend in a sm all apartm ent dow ntow n. H e  is  often depressed 

and num b from  th e  b i-polar m edication h e  is  forced to tak e. H e  

h as h ad a very h ard life  grow ing up in th e  foster care  system . 

Much  of h is  h ope  for th e  future  and and even h is de sire  to live h as 

been suck ed out of h im .  H e  tells m e  h e 's not even sure  w h at 

k e eps h im  going but som etim es h e  tells m e  h ow  h e  th ink s th at 

God is playing som e  k ind of role in k e eping h im  around. At som e  

of h is  m ost suicidal m om ents, I've  been able to be  th ere  to 

encourage  h im .  I definitely believe th at som e h ow, God w ants to 

use  m e  to be  instrum ental in im proving h is life  and leading h im  to 

find purpose  and h ope.
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H ISTO RYMAK ER  '06

In m y last le tte r, I w rote  about an

e ve nt th at I w as tak ing som e  youth

to in Kam loops. H istorym ak e r w as

an aw e som e  e xpe rie nce  . It's lik e  a

w e e k e nd crash  course  in le arning

about Je sus and w h at life  look s lik e

w h e n it's conne cte d close ly w ith

H im . For one  girl in particular, th e

confe re nce  playe d a big role  in

introducing h e r to G od.

I h ad a cool e xpe rie nce  w ith  

anoth e r girl w h o h as a lot of 

passion for life . I fe lt strongly th at 

G od w as about to plant a ne w  

vision in h e r life  and purpose  th at 

sh e  could w ork  tow ards. M any 

tim e s h e r dre am s h ave  be e n 

crush e d by discourage m e nt from  

frie nds and adults. I saw  a ne w  

plan th at G od w as indicating th at 

sh e 's re ady to pursue  now  . Sh e  

and I are  going to w ork  toge th e r in 

de ve loping th is ne w  plan.

Not e ve ryth ing w e nt as planne d on 

th is trip h ow e ve r, and I h ad to w ork  

to re solve  a lot of conflict be tw e e n 

som e  of th e  youth . It w as q uite  a 



Y ou th  For C h ris t / Y ou th  Unlim ite d

be lie ve  s e e

be lie ving is  s e e ing.

Can you fe el m y excitem ent?

Want to get in on it?

le arning e xpe rie nce ! Luck ily I w as 

able  to do th is in a w ay w h e re  

re spe ct w as e arne d and our 

frie ndsh ips m ade  be tte r in th e  e nd. 

Som e  w e re  h urt along th e  w ay, but 

good th ings h ave  still h appe ne d as 

a re sult of th e  dram a. 

Elisa, m y am azingly be autiful 

girlfrie nd, cam e  along as a le ade r 

and m y bigge st h e lp. Sh e  w as able  

to e stablish  frie ndsh ips w ith  m any of 

th e  girls and sh e  is still in contact w ith  

th e m  as a m e ntor. Sh e  love s to w ork  

w ith  youth  and, lik e  m e , th is is also 

som e th ing th at sh e  k now s th at G od 

h as calle d h e r to do. Pe rfe ct m atch , 

e h ! O n th e  trip, one  girl w as h urt 

pre tty badly by th e  actions of oth e rs 

and sh e  w as cry ing. Elisa praye d 

w ith  h e r and h e lpe d h e r ove rcom e  

th e  h urt and m ove  on. Th is girl h as 

be e n grow ing as a strong pe rson 

and in h e r faith  so m uch  late ly. 

H istorym ak e r w as also a tim e  to 

de ve lop oth e r volunte e r le ade rs. It 

w as a h uge  grow ing tim e  for th e m  

and w e  all le arne d h ow  to de al w ith  

conflict, sh ow  grace  tow ards th e  

youth , and h ow  to e ncourage  th e  

youth  to be  re ce ptive  to G od's love  

in th e ir live s. I totally appre ciate  th e  

h e lp I h ad from  th e se  le ade rs. 

Soon to com e th e  new Youth  Ce ntre  -  My ch urch  is  now  in th e  

m iddle of building a new  2000 sq .ft. centre  to be  used to h ouse  

youth  program s for outreach  to th e  com m unity and h igh  sch ools. I 

am  now  developing program s to run in th e  centre  (and h elping 

w ith  construction of th e  building). 

Praye r R e q ue sts

For th ose  w h o pray,  please  spend som e  tim e  in prayer for th e se  

issues. I believe th at prayer can be  very affective in see ing ch ange.

1. Pray th at "Bobby" and h is  girlfriend can find m otivation and 

h ope  and th at I can h ave an affective influence  on h is life.

2. Pray th at th e  Lifech angers Course  is  successful in th e  lives of 

th ose  ch oosing to participate. I w ant to be  sh aring w ith  you all 

m any storie s of lives ch anged over th e  next few  m onth s.

3. Tw o girls th at I w ork  w ith  are  pregnant. O ne, w h o is 18 and 

lives on h er ow n, is due  in August. Th e  oth er girl is 18, lives at 

h om e, and is due  in O ctober.  Pray th at Elisa and I w ill both  h ave 

opportunitie s and th e  w isdom  to h elp.

4. Pray th at I h ave w isdom  in ch oosing w h ich  program s to run in 

th e  w ork  I do and th at I do w h at's necessary to be  m ost affective.

5. Pray th at pledges and donations continue  to com e  in to enable 

m e  to increase  in h ours and th e  youth  w ork  I do. Th e  energy and 

ideas I h ave need an outlet :)




