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Sarah slapped me on the head and said, "How could you?!?"

I had just finished showing a video on suicide and leading a
discussion on the topic with the youth at Station X. This girl was
upset that I didn't warn her because this is such a sore spot for her.
She had been struggling with suicide lately. At Historymaker she had
received prayer for it. The video used in the discussion was a song by
the band Good Charlotte called "Hold On." She told me how she
knows this song so well because this is the one that she listens to
before she cuts herself. It is a very sad song for her. She said I
should've known and I should've given her notice and warned her. But
after all that she talked to me about how she thinks she is bi-polar.
She has the symptoms. As a group we also talked about some warning
signs of suicide and she told me how she exhibits almost all of those.
I told her that she should get diagnosed by a doctor but she doesn't
want to because then it will be proving one of her fears.

Jamie was left to walk alone home. She called me while walking
home, crying and sad because she was alone to deal with this. The
minutes on her phone were about to run out. She was going to go cry
at her crying tree rather than go home because if she were to go
home, she'd just have to listen to her mom yell at her and complain
that she is a bad mother and feels like committing suicide. She said
she can't cry at home, the only place she can cry is at her crying tree...
but this time she'll be alone and she doesn't like that. She said not to
worry because she won't commit suicide because she's promised
"Spidey", Art, my mom and I that she won't commit suicide. I told her
to look up the scripture verses that I've text messaged to her
previously while she's crying under the crying tree and that Jesus will
be with her... she won't be alone. She replied, "Hmph. What good that
will do. How will it help if I can't feel him and he never seems to
help." She has a point... sometimes faith is hard to feel when we're in
a crisis. But, I didn't believe her. She knows that she can feel God's
presence. All I could reply though was, "be safe tonight. You should
go home." She texted me about 20 mins later that she had decided to
go home.

"I don't suffer from insanity... I enjoy every minute of it."

"Cut myself into pieces. This is my last resort."

"I don't want to do this anymore. I Hope you forgive me as I leave."
"Someday I will get out."

His Instant Messenger names are always very dramatic and disturbing.
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"I want to become a YFC worker just like you."

This comment kinda shocked me, coming from a youth who recently

had been explaining to me his reasons why he doesn't believe in God.

"It's rewarding. There's nothing more I like to do than help people."

This conversation made many months of hard work pay off. Last
winter, he and I had a long conversation about his perspective that
God is a crutch for weak people. He said that the "evidence" that
people feel of the reality of God is just their brain going into realms
that it isn't used to. (Our brains only use about 10% of their
capacity.) He claimed to not believe in God, but he still attended
Station X and the LifeChanger's course because he liked the people.

A few months later, he told me he wants to be a YFC worker. I then
asked him about his beliefs because he had previously told me how
he doesn't believe in God. His beliefs had changed over the last few
months because of what he had been learning at LifeChangers and
the times we'd been hanging out. He believes in God now and has a
faith. He has really been grasping the concepts and I can tell that his
mind has been changing on his views. I can see subtle but
meaningful changes in his life now.

Later, he said, "I have to say... you've changed my life. I was talking
to my girlfriend today about it. You are like, my hero.

Enough said....

These are snippets of conversations I've had with different youth
in the last few months. Thank you all so very much for the many
ways you support my work with the youth. You truly are my
partners. I feel very privileged and blessed. May the Lord
continue to use me to help change the youth, one life at a time.
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Can you feel my excitement?
Want to get in on it?

Call or email me. Coffee is on me.

604-302-2346

calvin.dynamite@gmail.com
www.HopeForTheYouth.com






