
            Ch ris tm as  is  cre e ping up fas te r th an I 
       e xpe cte d. I h ope  th is  le tte r and card are  in 
your h ands  be fore  th e  25th  ;)

A s ad re ality of Ch ris tm as  is  th at m any pe ople  are  
lone ly and de pre s s e d during th is  tim e . I w ork  w ith  
about a doz e n youth  w h o are  fos te r k ids . Be ing a 
fos te r k id m ak e s  Ch ris tm as  e ve n m ore  of a m ix bag 
of e m otions .

Las t nigh t at Station X, I w as  h aving a conve rs ation 
w ith  a girl in h e r e arly 20's  w h o h as  tw o k ids  in 
fos te r care . Sh e 's  trying to ge t h e r life  in orde r s o 
th at s h e  can h ave  th e m  back . Soon s h e  w ill k now  
w h e th e r s h e  is  allow e d to s pe nd tim e  w ith  h e r k ids  
on Ch ris tm as  Day. I h ope  and pray th at s h e  finds  
th e  s tre ngth  and e ncourage m e nt to "cle an up" fas t 
and to be  a loving, capable  m oth e r for h e r tw o 

infants .

Las t w e e k  I s pe nt a lot of tim e  
w ith  a 13 ye ar old fos te r boy 
w h o re ce ntly ran aw ay from  
h is  fos te r h om e . H e  s h ow e d 
up at Station X afte r h aving 
s pe nt a couple  nigh ts  
be t w e e n th e  police  

s tation 
    

and th e  s tre e ts . Th e  ne xt day I s pe nt a lot of tim e  
h anging out w ith  h im .  By be com ing h is  frie nd I w as  
able  to le arn h is  s tory, h e lp h im  and s h ow  h im  love . 
H e  w as  running into a lot of re je ction on th e  s tre e ts . 
I s e ns e d h e  w as  too s care d to e ve n ack now le dge  
th at h e  didn't h ave  a plan for "w h e re  to lay h is  
h e ad". H e  s e e m e d m ore  conce rne d w ith  th e  
"e xcite m e nt" of h anging out w ith  drug de ale rs  and 
ge tting in trouble  w ith  th e  law . H e  w as  actually 
proud of h is  ne w  s tre e t nam e , "Fre s h  Me at."

I m anage d to find h im  a place  to s tay for a couple  
w e e k s . Still, h is  s ituation is  far from  fixe d. Our 
inve s tigations  into Social Se rvice s  h ave  le ad 
now h e re  and it s e e m s  th at th is  is  anoth e r cas e  of a 
ch ild ge tting "los t in th e  s ys te m ". H e  k now s  th ough , 
th at th e  oth e r YFC s taff and I are  h e re  to h e lp and 
w e 'll k e e p on look ing out for h im .

At Station X las t w e e k  m y talk  w as  bas e d on th e  
fact th at "God w ill forgive  you for any s in. H e 'll 
alw ays  forgive  and w on't h old back . Be caus e  H e  
love s  you." I h ope  th at truth  ge ts  th rough  to h im .

I don't m e an to rain on your Ch ris tm as  ch e e r. I jus t 
w ant to re fle ct on s om e  of th e  s ad re alitie s  facing 
our youth . Th e y ne e d us  all to s h ow  love  during a 
s e as on w h e n th e re  is  s uppos e d to be  m ore  love  to 
s h are . Maybe  e ach  of us  can do s om e th ing e xtra 
for a lone ly pe rs on during th e  h olidays .

I th ink  about one  frie nd in particular. H e 's  a 

Station X re gular w h o I've  m e ntione d 
be fore  in pre vious  le tte rs . H e  w as  als o a 
fos te r ch ild (h e  is  now  20) and gre w  up in 
te rrible  living s ituations . H e  doe s n't k now  h is
 fath e r and h is  m oth e r is  a s e ve re  drug addict. H e  
h ate s  Ch ris tm as  and ge ts  s e rious ly de pre s s e d 
during th is  tim e . Las t ye ar, tw o oth e r Station X 
volunte e rs  and I brough t a full Ch ris tm as  dinne r to 
h im  and h is  room ate s  s o th at w e  could h ave  a little  
"fam ily" dinne r. I th e n calle d h im  on Ch ris tm as  Day. 
Th e s e  th ings  m ade  a diffe re nce . As  I w rite , I'm  
ch alle nge d to do s om e th ing lik e  th is  again for h im . 
Th is  is  w h at th e  h olidays  are  all about... s h ow ing 
love  to th os e  around us  as  a part of our ce le bration 
of th e  e m bodym e nt of love  be ing born, Je s us .

I'm  e xcite d about th e  ne w  ye ar. I w ill be  involve d in 
a couple  of ne w  youth  outre ach e s  th at I'll update  
you on in m y ne xt le tte r. I w ant to s ince re ly th ank  
all of you w h o s upport m e  in s o m any w ays .  Your 
ge ne ros ity and praye rs  e nable  m e  to e xpand m y 
w ork  w ith  "youth  w ith  prom is e ". Elis a and I th ank  
God for you and for th e  opportunity to be  involve d 
in th is  m nis try.

God ble s s  you all during th e  h olidays  and m ay H e  
e nable  you to s ince re ly love  th os e  around you.

Love  Calvin and Elis a

Spe cial th ank s  to w w w .im age vine .com  for us e  of th e  
im age ry.

"I w ill s e arch  for th e  los t and bring back  th e  s trays . I w ill bind up th e  injure d and s tre ngth e n th e  
w e ak , but th e  s le e k  and th e  s trong I w ill de s troy. I w ill s h e ph e rd th e  flock  w ith  jus tice ." Ez e k ie l 34:16




